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pretend to frame a complete theology by a priori.
reasonings. Many have therefore hailed this
new philosophy with triumph, as a powerful
scientific ally to Christian truth. Others, how-
ever, have held that the new ally is a treacherous
friend, and can pull down the presumption of a
vainglorious idealism, only by involving all reli-
gious faith, natural or revealed, in one common
ruin.

The First Principles of Mr. H. Spencer do
much to confirm the truth of their warnings.
For ability and original thought, this work
holds an eminent place among English offshoots
of the Positive Phil osophy. "Wholly negative in
their religious aspect, his writings in other re-
spects are constructive, and aim to build up a
more perfect scheme of science on the ruins of
Theology. Yet in these "First Principles" the
maxims laid down in " The Philosophy of the
Conditioned " are chosen as the best and most
suitable foundation for that system of scepticism
which is the substance of the whole work. How-
ever opposite to the aim of one, at least, of the
two eminent authors thus enlisted in the service
of Positivism, I believe this application to be
logically sound; and that justice can scarcely
be dono to the present argument, until the
stumbling-block involved in this celebrated